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Up to 20 percent increase in overall productivity thanks to Peak 

Performance technology from HEIDELBERG  

• World premiere at drupa – the new Peak Performance generation of the 

Speedmaster XL 106  

• Autonomous printing now possible in packaging production, too 

• Improved operating concept and cluster production help alleviate  

the skills shortage 

• New dryer uses up to 30 percent less energy – and can pay for itself  

in just two years 

• Digital innovations with Prinect replace multiple work steps 

 

Cost pressure, the skills shortage, and sustainability – print shops worldwide need to 

contend with all these issues and yet remain competitive. Throughout the printing industry, 

the costs per printed sheet are a measure of how competitive a print shop is. Boasting 

numerous innovative features, the new machine generation from Heidelberger 

Druckmaschinen AG (HEIDELBERG) cuts costs, helps alleviate the skills shortage, and 

improves print shops’ sustainability.  

“The new Peak Performance Speedmaster XL 106 cuts print production costs 

significantly, which makes our customers in the commercial, packaging, and label printing 

sectors more competitive,” says Dr. Ludwin Monz, CEO of HEIDELBERG. “Compared to the 

previous generation, we expect users who produce packaging in the 70 x 100 cm format to 

achieve an increase in overall productivity of up to 20 percent.” 
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Costs down – competitiveness up:  

HEIDELBERG has the solution to this in the form of more speed and automation. The 

new Peak Performance generation of the Speedmaster XL 106 can print up to 21,000 

sheets per hour. With this new generation, autonomous printing is now also 

possible in packaging production, thanks to the enhanced Push to Stop concept. 

This means complex production parameters can now be configured completely automatically 

in packaging and label printing, too. “We anticipate that a high-volume packaging producer 

or wet-glue label manufacturer will very soon achieve a benchmark of 100 million 

sheets per year. This figure represents a 20 percent increase on the 85 million sheets 

currently being produced by today’s industry leaders,” says Markus Leichtle, Senior Manager 

Industrial Packaging at HEIDELBERG.  

Mike Günther, Managing Director of colordruck Baiersbronn GmbH and a pilot customer 

trialing the new Peak Performance generation, agrees: “We are expecting a significant 

reduction in makeready times, set-up times, and general downtime to improve the efficiency 

of our printing with low costs per box.” 

 

Alleviating the skills shortage with the “I like working here” concept:  

Print shops compete to attract the best skilled staff, so it is important to make the workplace 

more appealing by offering cutting-edge, intuitive user interfaces and a low-emissions 

working environment. With further improvements to the HEIDELBERG User Experience 

(UX) and a new ergonomic design, the new Peak Performance Speedmaster XL 106 is 

setting high standards. The new PowderStar XL (Duo) reduces powder consumption by 

up to 15 percent and powder emissions by up to 45 percent. What’s more, strain on 

personnel capacity is eased, because use of production clusters means that fewer staff 

can operate the same number of presses efficiently. When fully automatic Plate to 

Unit printing plate logistics is incorporated, it is possible to save on one assistant 

entirely, while also handling up to 150 printing plates per hour automatically. 

 

Sustainability – new DryStar Combination Eco energy-saving dryer:  

Featuring insulation in the delivery, a cross-flow heat exchanger, and an improved dryer-

cassette design, the new DryStar Combination Eco dryer uses up to 30 percent less 

energy for drying. This investment is of particular interest to companies operating in 

markets with high energy prices. Customers paying European industrial electricity prices will 

find an investment in this innovative dryer will pay off within around two years. 

What’s more, the complete press uses less energy per 1,000 sheets when the production 

https://youtu.be/8escj_2YpQE
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speed is faster – for example, when the printing speed is increased from 18,000 to 

21,000 sheets per hour, energy consumption drops by around 4.5 percent. “It is precisely 

because of rising energy prices that we expect this new dryer technology to really help ease 

the pressure we’re under in terms of energy consumption,” says Stefan Leonhardt, Managing 

Director of WEIG Packaging in Emskirchen, who is also a pilot customer trialing the new 

generation. “The new press also automates key processes in folding carton production. For 

us, this means greater efficiency, shorter makeready times, and increased uptime.” 

 

Digitalization – fully automatic job processing and avoiding waste:  

With its Prinect workflow system, HEIDELBERG takes automation up to a whole new level 

in terms of productivity by offering a solution for increased digitalization. For example, 

Prinect supplies additional data to many assistance systems, which increasingly work with 

artificial intelligence. Many new and enhanced digitalization functions, such as 

Intellistart 3 – which alone results in some 70 percent fewer operations at the Press Center – 

or the improved Color Assistant Pro assistance system for fully automatic ink 

presetting without operating errors, dramatically reduce the number of manual interventions 

required. These functions save up to four minutes of makeready time and between 

100 and 150 sheets of paper waste per job. When combined with the Prinect Inpress 

Control inline color measurement system and the automated delivery logistics, the inline 

ejection of waste sheets means that a waste-free stack is delivered for postpress 

operations, thus increasing the efficiency of the entire process.  

 

HEIDELBERG will be showcasing further highlights of the new Speedmaster XL 106 Peak 

Performance generation at drupa 2024, which is opening in Düsseldorf on May 28. 

 

HEIDELBERG at drupa 2024: 

drupa 2024 | HEIDELBERG 

drupa interview with Dr. Monz | HEIDELBERG 

Media Week Press Kit 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/WrQ_7pBbo8E
https://youtu.be/WrQ_7pBbo8E
https://youtu.be/WrQ_7pBbo8E
https://drupa.heidelberg.com/en?utm_source=website&utm_medium=marketingurl&utm_campaign=drupa2024&utm_content=corporate_de/#welcome-to-drupa-2024
https://www.heidelberg.com/global/en/about_heidelberg/company/company_profile/insights/drupa_presentation.jsp
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heidelberg.com%2Fmedia-week&data=05%7C02%7CThomas.Fichtl%40heidelberg.com%7C2a89f77a84c140f812d808dc42a58571%7C1ecae0408cfa4ec7b64ed74102821989%7C0%7C0%7C638458525869664555%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4XzGTmnVcyKHRg7artYgAkfbL%2BjMy9BLxKr0wZ%2BoOwI%3D&reserved=0
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Figure 1: All set for its world premiere at drupa 2024 – the new Peak Performance 

generation of the Speedmaster XL 106 with up to 20 percent more productivity 

compared to the previous generation. 

 

Figure 2: With the new Peak Performance generation of the Speedmaster XL 106 and 

the enhanced Push to Stop concept, autonomous printing has now arrived in the 

packaging production sector, too. 

 

Figure 3: In conjunction with artificial intelligence, the Prinect workflow is now taking 

automation to the next level of productivity, supplying many assistance systems with 

additional data. For example, the enhanced Color Assistant Pro assistance system offers 

savings of up to four minutes on makeready time and up to 150 sheets of paper waste per 

job. 

 

Figure 4: The new Peak Performance Speedmaster XL 106 cuts print production costs, 

making customers in the commercial, packaging, and label printing sectors more 

competitive. 

 

Figure 5: The enhanced operating concept, the option of using production clusters, and 

the fully automatic printing plate logistics ease the pressure on personnel capacity while 

also ensuring high levels of productivity. 

 

Figure 6: When combined with the Prinect Inpress Control inline color measurement 

system and the automated delivery logistics, the inline ejection of waste sheets means 

that a waste-free stack is delivered for postpress operations. 

 

You will find additional details about the company and image material in the 

Press Lounge of Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AG at www.heidelberg.com and in the 

Media Library. 

https://www.heidelberg.com/global/en/about_heidelberg/press_relations/press_release/ov_press_lounge.jsp
https://www.heidelberg.com/
https://www.heidelberg.com/global/en/about_heidelberg/press_relations/media_library/overview_media_library_1/media_gallery_overview.jsp
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Further information:  

Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AG 

Group Communications 

Matthias Hartung 

Phone: +49 6222 82-67174 

E-mail: matthias.hartung@heidelberg.com 

 

 

 

Important note: 
 

This release contains forward-looking statements based on assumptions and estimates by the management of Heidelberger Druckmaschinen 

Aktiengesellschaft. Even though the management is of the opinion that these assumptions and estimates are accurate, the actual future development 

and results may deviate substantially from these forward-looking statements due to various factors, such as changes in the overall economic 

situation, in exchange and interest rates, and within the print media industry. Heidelberger Druckmaschinen Aktiengesellschaft provides no 

guarantee and assumes no liability for future developments and results deviating from the assumptions and estimates made in this press release. 
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